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“Kira Salak is a tough, real-life Lara Croft.”

—The New York Times Book Review
May 12, 2008 

Dear Editor/Producer:

On August 5, 2008, Henry Holt and Company will publish THE WHITE MARY by Kira Salak ($25.00; 384 pages; ISBN-13: 978-0-8050-8847-2; ISBN-10: 0-8050-8847-4). Accomplished journalist Marika Vecera has dedicated her life to helping the world’s oppressed and forgotten. When not on one of her dangerous assignments, she lives in Boston, exploring a new relationship with Seb, a psychologist who offers her glimpses of a better world.

Upon returning from a harrowing assignment in the Congo, Marika learns that a man she has long admired, Pulitzer-winning war correspondent Robert Lewis, has committed suicide. To her, Lewis always represented strength and courage in the face of the world’s worst tragedies, and Marika wants—needs—to understand what could have pushed him over the edge. She decides to abandon her magazine work to write his biography, settling in Boston and allowing her intimacy with Seb to grow. But one day a curious letter arrives: a missionary claims to have seen Lewis in the remote jungle of Papua New Guinea. Astounded, Marika can only wonder, What if Lewis isn’t dead? 
Marika soon leaves Seb to embark on her ultimate journey in one of the world’s most exotic and unknown lands. Through her eyes we experience the harsh realities of jungle travel and receive the special wisdom of Tobo, a witch doctor and sage, as we follow Marika’s extraordinary quest to learn not only the truth about Lewis but also about herself along the way.

About the Author Kira Salak has won the PEN Award for Journalism and appeared five times in Best American Travel Writing. She is a contributing editor for National Geographic Adventure magazine and was the first woman to traverse Papua New Guinea; her nonfiction account of that trip was a New York Times Notable Book of 2001. She has a PhD in English and her fiction has appeared in Best New American Voices and other publications. 

Sincerely,

Tara Kennedy


